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VICTORIANS have seen the devastating consequences when bail decisions aren't made 
well.  

Just as we were all horrified by the Bourke Street tragedy, our community has been 
rightfully horrified by the death in custody of someone who was there for a minor, non-
violent crime.  

The reason we've seen changes to bail laws in the past is because of the justifiable 
community outcry when people who have a history of violent behaviours have been 
released on bail and have gone on to do terrible damage to others.  

That's why I'm not advocating for the previous bail system to be reinstated. But I also 
don't think the current bail regime should stay.  

It's not in anyone's interests to lock people up who are vulnerable, have been accused of 
minor, non-violent crimes and don't pose a risk to others. Far better to see them get the 
support they need, which would also make it less likely they reoffend.  

Although I support the government's intention to review bail laws, it's my earnest belief 
that any new regime must prioritise the safety of victims and the community. Robust 
risk assessment must be the top priority. When I speak to victims of crime, they tell me 
over and over that they believe the priority of the courts is the accused - their health, 
their needs, their intentions to rehabilitate. Victims I speak to believe the courts prioritise 
these factors above their needs.  

Bail decision makers must have the training, capability, and legal framework to assess 
the risk a person poses to victims and the community, and to act on that assessment in a 
way that maximises victim and community safety.  

The Victorian government has an opportunity here. If the community could be assured 
of the introduction of a new bail regime that strengthens the capability and capacity of 
bail decision makers to understand risk and prioritise it, we could have a framework that 
is both just and safe.  

Doing so would also provide them with an opportunity to strengthen victims' rights 
during the bail process - ensuring victims are consulted, that their concerns and needs 
are communicated to bail decision makers and that victims understand the decisions 
made about bail. 

Victims of Crime Commissioner 
Phone  1800 010 017  |  Email  media@vocc.vic.gov.au 
Web  victimsofcrimecommissioner.vic.gov.au 

mailto:media@vocc.vic.gov.au


  Page 2 of 2 

Striking the right balance in bail laws is vital. In acting, the government should ensure 
victim and community safety must always be protected. Getting bail laws right can help 
victims be more respected and protected in the justice system. That's a change worth 
making. 


