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Consent Form  

The purpose of the systemic inquiry 

The Victims of Crime Commissioner Fiona McCormack is undertaking a systemic inquiry on 
victim participation in the justice system. Participation includes being given information, 
being asked your view about decisions that affect you and feeling included in the justice 
process.   

People who are victims of crime can participate in an interview or focus group to share their 
experiences of participating in the justice system, including barriers to participation.  

The inquiry is an opportunity for people who are victims of crime to have a say on support 
services and justice agencies, and what new laws, policies or programs might be needed to 
help victims participate in the justice system.  

How your information will be used 

The Commissioner will write a report to government about what she hears from victims. The 
Commissioner will use her influence to advocate to government and other decision-makers 
about what needs to change to improve laws, processes or programs for victims of crime.  

In the report, the Commissioner will use summarised information and may use direct 
quotes provided by victims from surveys, interviews and focus groups. The report will be 
made publicly available. No information that reveals anyone’s identity will be used, including 
when someone is quoted.  

If you don’t want to be quoted in the report, please let us know and we can make sure this 
does not occur.   

Will my information remain anonymous? 

All information provided by you as part of this inquiry will be anonymous and securely stored 
in accordance with the requirements in the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014, the 
Health Records Act 2001 and the Public Records Act 1973 

The Commissioner and her staff will not share your information with any other individuals, 
services or government departments but will communicate the broad themes that arise 
during consultations with people who have shared their experience of being a victim of 
crime.  

Risks 

There are minimal risks associated with being involved in an interview or focus group.  

https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/privacy-and-data-protection-act-2014/027
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/health-records-act-2001
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/public-records-act-1973/041
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One risk is that you may find it distressing to tell us your experience with the justice system. 
People who participate in an interview or focus group are welcome to invite a support 
person or you may like to think about what support you may need after the interview or 
focus group.   

We ask everyone who participates in a focus group to not share the stories or experience of 
other people who participated in the group. However, we cannot make sure this does not 
happen.  

If you are uncomfortable with any of these risks, you can discuss them with the 
Commissioner’s staff and/or decide not to participate in an interview or focus group.  

Before, during and after an interview or focus group 

Before  

Staff who work for the Victims of Crime Commissioner will support you to feel comfortable 
and safe to participate in an interview or focus group. The information you provide us in the 
Support Form helps us understand how we can best support you.  

During 

We will ask you questions about your experience of participating in the justice system. You 
do not have to answer any questions that you do not feel comfortable to answer and you 
can stop the conversation at any time. 

Two staff from the Commissioner’s Office will participate in the interview or focus group, 
which will be recorded so that we can accurately record what you tell us. We will write notes 
during the interview or focus group and voice record the session.  The recordings will be 
stored in line with the Victims of Crime Commissioner’s record keeping requirements. You 
are welcome to review the notes from your interview and keep a copy for your record.  

Only the project team will have access to your notes and recordings, which will not include 
your name or other identifying information. 

If you don’t want to be recorded, please let us know and we can make sure this does not 
occur.   

After 

Following the interview or focus group, we can send you your notes if you would like to 
review them. You are welcome to make changes to the notes if we have missed or 
misunderstood something, or if you wanted to add further information and send them back 
to us.  

Questions  

If you have any questions, please contact engagement@vocc.vic.gov.au  or call 1800 010 017 
and leave your name and number and someone will contact you.  

mailto:engagement@vocc.vic.gov.au
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